Alumnotes, Fall 2013 by Cedarville University
Cedarville University
DigitalCommons@Cedarville
Alumnotes
11-19-2013
Alumnotes, Fall 2013
Cedarville University
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/alumnotes
Part of the Higher Education Commons, and the Organizational Communication Commons
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by
DigitalCommons@Cedarville, a service of the Centennial Library. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Alumnotes by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@Cedarville. For more information, please contact
digitalcommons@cedarville.edu.
Recommended Citation
Cedarville University, "Alumnotes, Fall 2013" (2013). Alumnotes. 4.
https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/alumnotes/4
Can we really be nearing the end of 
2013 already? This entire year has been 
a whirlwind, but the last several months 
have passed by especially fast.
We kicked off the school year with 
another fun Getting Started Weekend. 
What Dick Walker began so many 
years ago continues to be a great way 
to welcome students to our campus.  
Especially fun for me was hosting our 
Second Generation Banquet, where we 
welcomed more than 260 alumni and their 
new freshmen to Cedarville. President and 
Mrs. White joined us and met the record 
number of alumni who attended with their 
children this year.
It was exciting to see the entire 
campus come together to celebrate this 
year’s Homecoming 2013: Together, as 
alumni, students, faculty, and staff were 
engaged in festivities all over campus. I 
trust that those of you who came enjoyed 
reconnecting and spending time together 
with friends, old and new.
When talking to our students, I am 
always amazed to hear how many of them 
first heard about Cedarville from alumni. 
Thank you for sharing the Cedarville story! 
We really need you to continue working 
together with us to get the message out 
about Cedarville. This is a key time of year 
to encourage students to apply. Whether 
you know someone who belongs on 
campus as an undergraduate, someone 
who should come back to participate in 
one of our graduate programs (we now 
have five!), or someone who wants to 
enroll in one of our online programs, it is 
important that you send us their names. 
As always, if you send us three names, we 
will send you a Cedarville T-shirt! Go to 
cedarville.edu/names to get started.
I have enjoyed getting to know Dr. 
White as our President, and I appreciate 
his zeal for getting the Word of God to 
the world. As I look to the future and 
what God has for Cedarville, the words of 
this new song from The Rend Collective 
Experiment often come to mind.
Unleash Your kingdom’s power
Reaching the near and far
No force of hell can stop
Your beauty changing hearts
You made us for much more than this
Awake the kingdom seed in us
Fill us with the strength and love of Christ
We are Your Church
We are the hope
On earth
Build Your kingdom here
Let the darkness fear
Show Your mighty hand
Heal our streets and land
Set Your Church on fire
Win this nation back
Change the atmosphere
Build Your kingdom here
We pray
Join us in praying that God will 
continue to build His kingdom here on 
our campus, our community, our nation, 
and our world, through the lives of 
students, faculty, staff, and alumni who are 
committed to the Word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ.
Looking ahead,
Jeff Beste ’87
Director of Alumni Relations
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share your news
Did you get promoted? Direct a 
play? Publish your memoirs? Earn a 
degree? Receive an award? Climb 
every mountain? Ford every stream? 
Follow every rainbow ’til you found 
your dream?
Visit cedarville.edu/magazine 
for deadlines and to learn how to 
submit your updates and photos.
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MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER
Donita (Swisher) Fogle ’73 attended the 
2012 Taos Summer Writers’ Conference, 
driving 5,500 miles through nine states and 
visiting Focus on the Family, Eisenhower 
Presidential Library, Chicago Art Institute, and 
others, including Cedarville, along the way. She 
was able to connect with four other alumni on 
her journey. She is working on a reality-based 
project, “Talkin’ Truth…Walkin’ Real,” with her 
company, DLSF With Pens in Hand. She lives in 
McKinney, Texas.
Dr. Kevin Geiss ‘90 received a Service to 
America Management Excellence Medal. He 
was recognized for championing the safe 
use of alternative fuels to ensure energy 
independence for combat and support 
missions around the globe and reducing U.S. 
Air Force fuel and energy consumption, saving 
more than $1 billion in 2012 alone. Kevin is the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Energy with the 
Department of the Air Force in Washington, D.C.
Jennifer (Heritage) PaskVan ’92 recently 
spent time in Guatemala City, Guatemala, 
providing teachers with strategies to meet 
diverse learning needs and identify the special 
needs learner. A 2011 System Teacher of the 
Year, Jennifer currently serves as a Special 
Education Consultant, responsible for assisting 
and supporting teachers in an eight-system 
region south of Atlanta.
Tom ’93 and Lori (Garrigan) Mathisen ’92 
have moved to Blue Island, Illinois, where 
Tom has been called to pastor Evangelical 
Community Church. Tom is transitioning from 
the business world, where he spent the last 
20 years in sales and sales leadership.
David ’93 and Ruth (Bartholomew) Kimmel 
’93 and their daughters, Celeste (13) and 
Amber (10), look forward to returning to 
Romania in spring 2014 to begin their second 
term as missionaries with Baptist Mid-
Missions. They serve in a new church plant 
among the Roma (Gypsies).
Carly (Farmer) Andrews ‘96 was selected 
as Head of Middle School at Bosque School, 
an independent school in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. She began her new position at the 
beginning of the 2013–14 school year.
Joshua Strychalski ‘99 released a book, Black 
Lions: Walk with Pride, in September 2013. 
This book is the second in his adventure 
series, Tocsinagon, geared toward elementary- 
and middle school-age children. Joshua and 
his wife, Kristen, live in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Aaron ’99 and Amanda (Ringler) Wolfe ’99 
and their seven children will be serving in 
Bethany Village, Uganda, an orphan village run 
by Africa Renewal Ministries, from September 
2013 until February 2014. They are excited to 
be following the missions call they received 
while at Cedarville. They currently live in 
Ashland, Ohio.
Aaron Welty ’06 was featured in Facing 
Life Head-On, an Emmy-winning life-issues 
television program. Aaron shared his life story 
and gave testimony of how God can use those 
with disabilities and physical challenges.
Charity Hancock ’09 received her Master of 
Arts in English language and literature from 
the University of Maryland in May 2013. She 
teaches high school English at Hillsboro High 
School in Hillsboro, Ohio.
Adam Clouse ’10 received his Master of 
Business Administration with a concentration 
in finance from the University of Dayton. 
He works as a Senior Financial Analyst at 
LexisNexis on its Global Financial Planning and 
Analysis team.
NEWS
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July 13 – Sight & Sound Theatres 
South Central Pennsylvania | Chapter Event
August 9 – Symphony on the Prairie 
Indianapolis, Indiana | Chapter Event
August 10 – Blackwell Forest Preserve 
Chicago, Illinois | Chapter Event
August 12 – The Maskill Residence 
Grand Rapids, Michigan | Chapter Event
September 1 – Dodger Stadium 
Los Angeles, California | Chapter Event
September 21 – Pappasito’s Cantina 
Houston, Texas | Chapter Event
recent events
Richard Brewer ’03 and Elizabeth Sheldon 
were married on May 18, 2013. The couple 
was married by Elizabeth’s father, Rev. John 
Sheldon. 
Michael Clutz ’05 and Rachel Frysztacki were 
married on May 11, 2013. They both work at 
Worthington Christian Middle School, where 
Michael is a Bible teacher and Rachel is an 
intervention specialist. Michael also serves as 
the Worship Director at Linworth Baptist 
Church. They live in Columbus, Ohio.
Jonathan Elchison ’06 and Melissa Overmyer 
were married on December 16, 2012, in New 
Wilmington, Pennsylvania. They currently 
reside in Cincinnati, Ohio, where Jonathan 
works as a computer engineer. Both are 
pursuing master’s degrees from the University 
of Cincinnati, Jonathan in computer science 
and Melissa in speech and language pathology. 
Julie Bledsoe ’06 and David Takseraas and 
Katie Bledsoe ’04 and Robert Takseraas were 
married on July 21, 2012, in Richmond, Indiana. 
Both couples reside in Seaford, New York. The 
theme of their big day was “Two Brothers, Two 
Sisters, One Amazing God.”
Hannah Laswell ’10 and Chad Risch were 
married on June 22, 2013, in Celebration, 
Florida. The wedding took place at Celebration 
Community Church, where the couple met. 
Hannah teaches kindergarten near Disney 
World.
Dustin Norman ’11 and Charity Patrick ’11 
were married on March 16, 2013. Dustin 
works as a Digital Marketing Specialist for 
Reynolds & Reynolds, and Charity works as the 
Coordinator for Alumni Programming and 
Communication for Cedarville University. They 
live in Cedarville.
Jesse Kuiken ’12 and Valentina Blackburn ’12 
were married on May 6, 2012. They reside in 
Cedarville, Ohio, and Jesse works in landscaping 
in Xenia, Ohio.
Fall 2013 | Cedarville University
Marriages | alumnotes
subscribe to eNews
Keep up to date with monthly news and notes 
from Alumni Relations: cedarville.edu/enews.
upcoming events
November 7 – Mark’s Feed Store 
Louisville, Kentucky | Chapter Event
November 8 – Global Missions Health 
Conference 
Louisville, Kentucky | Chapter Event
November 16 – An Evening With Dr. White 
Canton, Ohio | Regional Event
December 3 – Dominican Joe Coffee Shop 
Austin, Texas | Regional Event
December 4 – Yellow Jackets Men’s Basketball 
vs. Texas State 
San Marcos, Texas | Regional Event
April 3 – Dinner With Men’s Basketball Coach 
Pat Estepp 
Dallas, Texas | Chapter Event
Get involved in an alumni chapter near you:  
cedarville.edu/alumnichapters.
MARRIAGES
Brent Ridley ’97 and his wife, Christine, 
announce the birth of Briella Ann on March 16, 
2011. They live in Swartz Creek, Michigan, 
where Brent is a letter carrier with the United 
States Postal Service and Christine is a 
stay-at-home mom.
Laura (Foeldvari) Cunningham ’98 and her 
husband, Sean, announce the birth of 
Samantha Beth on December 16, 2011. The 
family lives in Lubbock, Texas. 
Blake Goulette ’98 and his wife, Mary, 
announce the birth of Nathaniel Phillip on 
September 18, 2012. He was welcomed by his 
brother, Will (6).
Jeremy ’98 and Abigail (Howe) Toyer ’98 
announce the birth of Joseph Trevor on 
November 19, 2012. He joined siblings Joshua 
(10), Jared (8), Jonathan (6), Joy (4), and Joel (2). 
The family lives in Maumee, Ohio.
Kevin ’99 and Sonya (Foster) Judkins ’00 
announce the adoption of Eliana Hope on July 
16, 2012, and Faith Shetu on June 22, 2010. 
They were welcomed home by their brothers, 
Kody and Tyler. The family lives in Ashburn, 
Virginia, where Kevin works as a computer 
engineer and Sonya enjoys staying home with 
the children.
Sara (Tomkinson) Beachy ‘01 and her 
husband, Daryl, announce the birth of Megan 
Grace on August 21, 2013. She was welcomed 
home by big brother Ryan (2).
Erin (Lee) Medley ’01 and her husband, Joel, 
announce the birth of Braxton Nickolaus on 
July 14, 2013. He was welcomed home by 
Brandt (5) and Campbell (3). Erin enjoys 
staying home with the children, and Joel is the 
Director of the Office of Charter Schools for 
the North Carolina Department of Public 
Instruction.
Eric Sheldon ’01 and Jennifer (Bonham) 
Sheldon ’03 announce the birth of Nora 
Amelie on October 30, 2012. She was 
welcomed home by brothers Logan (5) and 
Grant (3). The Sheldons live in Tipp City, Ohio.
Eric ’02 and Erin (Vallowe) Mitchell ’01 
announce the birth of Tucker Henry on March 
15, 2012. He was welcomed by his brothers, 
Cole (7), Cooper (5), and Alex (3). The Mitchells 
live in Bomet, Kenya, where Eric is a 
missionary surgeon at Tenwek Hospital and 
Erin is homeschooling the kids.
BIRTHS
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Mark Underfkofler ’02 and his wife, Lauren, 
announce the birth of Lydia Marie on April 2, 
2013. Mark graduated from Dallas Theological 
Seminary with a Master of Theology in 2012 
and now serves as the Pastor of Pilgrim 
Community Church in Lowry, South Dakota.
Nick ’03 and Allison (Hume) Walton ’01 
announce the birth of Avonlea Jeanne on April 
11, 2013. The Waltons live in Los Angeles. Nick 
recently posted a video on YouTube where he 
was stared down by a celebrity, which 
garnered more than six million views. Allison 
continues her quest to be a contestant on 
Hollywood Game Night.
Christina (Schut) Sykes ’03 and her husband, 
Ryan, announce the birth of Lillian Grace on 
September 12, 2012. She was welcomed 
home by her sister, Evelyn (3). Ryan is 
self-employed as a builder, and Christina 
teaches high school biology. The family lives in 
Circleville, Ohio.
CHAPTER FOCUS – HOUSTON
Get to know the Houston 
Chapter!
• Established: 2007
• Serving: 221 alumni living in 
zip codes 77000–77800
• Leadership: Beth Prentice ‘79, 
Katherine (Witmer) Williams ‘02
• Fun Facts: 
• Houston is home for NASA’s Johnson Space Center.
• Residents of Houston eat out more times a week than residents in any 
other city in America — 4.2 times per week.
• Houston is the fourth-largest city in the United States and is larger than 
the entire state of Maryland.
• Houston’s Astrodome — nicknamed the “Eighth Wonder of the World” 
— was the world’s first domed sports stadium.
“Having a Houston chapter has been a great experience. Being able to meet 
and interact with people who not only live in my area, but also share my love 
for Christ and passion for integrating faith in all aspects of life, has truly been 
rewarding. It is always fascinating to see how God has led and directed each 
life and to know that Cedarville had such an impact in that path.”
— Katherine (Witmer) Williams ‘02
Get involved in an alumni chapter near you:  
cedarville.edu/alumnichapters
June 11, 2013 — Houston | Chapter Event
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Walter Garland ‘54 of Denton, Texas, July 21, 2013.
Raymond Erickson ‘57 of Clearwater, Florida, January 5, 2013.
Lisa (Nearmyer) Bush ‘92 of Zeeland, Michigan, December 17, 2012.
W e  e x t e n d  o u r  c o n d o l e n c e s  t o  t h e  f a m i l i e s 
a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e s e  d e a r  l o v e d  o n e s .
IN MEMORIAM
alumnotes | Births and In Memoriam
Cedarville University | Fall 2013
Send us your news! Deadlines are December 15 
for the spring issue, April 15 for the summer 
issue, and August 15 for the fall issue.  The 
editorial staff has full discretion regarding 
submissions. Submit your updates to 
Cedarville Magazine, Cedarville University, 251 
N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 45314, or 
cedarville.edu/magazine.
Jeremy Spence ’03 and his wife, Aleesha, 
announce the birth of Josiah Ezra on June 5, 
2013. He was welcomed home by his big 
brother, Daniel. Jeremy is a pastor in Hamilton, 
Ohio, and Aleesha is a stay-at-home mom.
Stephanie (Taylor) Monroe ’04 and her 
husband, Chad, announce the birth of Lucy 
Grace on June 3, 2013. Lucy was welcomed by 
her sisters, Addison (6) and Mya (3). The family 
lives at the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point, New York, where Chad works as a 
tactical officer and Stephanie stays home with 
the girls.
Gillian (Mocas) Nance ’04 and her husband, 
Bill, announce the birth of Ian-Gabriel Aaron on 
June 12, 2013. He was welcomed home by his 
siblings, Marissa (6), Isaiah (4), and Isaac (2), to 
their home in Grove City, Ohio. Bill is a minister, 
and Gill works in the reference department at 
the local library.
Stuart ’05 and Hannah (Ballou) Sheldon ’04 
announce the birth of Helen Renée on October 
2, 2012. She joined big brothers Stuart III (3) 
and Robert (2) in their home near Rosewood, 
Ohio. Hannah enjoys being a homemaker, and 
Stuart is a design engineer for KTH Parts 
Industries and works with Honda to design 
new vehicles.
Dan ’05 and Sarah (Thengvall) Roeber ’04 
announce the birth of Emily Grace on April 16, 
2013. Dan is a doctoral student studying 
American religious history at Florida State 
University, and Sarah is a piano teacher and 
accompanist in the Tallahassee area.
Matt ’05 and Dana (Snyder) Anderkin ’07 
announce the birth of Miles Jeffry on April 29, 
2013. The family lives in Lexington, Kentucky.
Daron ’06 and Ashley (Varvel) Day ’05 
announce the birth of Lily Evangeline on 
October 12, 2012. She was welcomed home by 
big brother Liam (3). Daron received his Master 
of Divinity from The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in May 2012, and he now 
serves as Pastor of Water’s Edge Church in 
New Palestine, Indiana. 
Jesse ’12 and Valentina Kuiken ’12 
announce the birth of Justus River on February 
12, 2013. The family resides in Cedarville, Ohio. 
Fall 2013 | Cedarville University
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More than 1,100 alumni and their families enjoyed two beautiful autumn 
days on campus celebrating Homecoming 2013: Together.
In addition to 10 class reunions ranging from 1963 to 2008, the weekend 
featured 20 academic, ministry, athletic, and all-alumni reunions. 
Alumni enjoyed the annual cardboard canoe race, CU by the Lake party, 
and homecoming parade. The festivities also included athletic events, 
concerts, three showings of the fall play, and an outdoor movie. 
The theme,“Together,” was chosen to reflect the commonality in the 
Cedarville family and the union of students and alumni on one campus. 
Mark your calendars now for next year’s homecoming celebration on 
October 3–4, 2014!
One of the best way
s alumni give back t
o Cedarville is by re
ferring 
future students and
 supporting recruitm
ent efforts in your lo
cal area. 
Admissions is alrea
dy hard at work recr
uiting the next class
 of graduate 
and undergraduate 
students. 
Here’s how you can
 help:
•  Visit cedarville.ed
u/names to refer hig
h school students o
r 
potential graduate s
tudents.
•  Email admissions
@cedarville.edu to r
ecommend a church
 or school 
for a Cedarville repr
esentative to visit. 
SEND US YOUR SU
GGESTIONS TODAY
! 
GET YOUR FREE T-SHIRT TO
DAY!
Valerie (Dell) Huber ’80 
Alumna of the Year
Co-founder of Helping Ohio Marriages Excel (HOME) and Ohio Abstinence Coalition, Co-
founder and President/CEO of the National Abstinence Education Association (NAEA), and 
National Abstinence Education Foundation (NAEF)
Valerie has worked tirelessly and courageously to promote abstinence and strong 
families through various nonprofit organizations.
Joshua Bailey ’04
Young Alumnus of the Year
Senior Vice President of Artists and Repertoire, Word Entertainment 
Josh recognizes and develops up-and-coming talent in the Christian music industry, 
overseeing artists’ signings and identifying artists with crossover potential.
Aaron Cook ’99
Alumni Impact Award
Director of Guest Ministries for Scioto Hills
A Cedarville student nominated Aaron for his commitment to encouraging young people 
to grow in their faith and be radically devoted to Christ.
Gregory Dyson ’98
One Another Mindset Award
Dean of Admissions, Word of Life Bible Institute
Greg spent 17 years establishing an inner-city teen ministry that provided a place of rest 
and encouragement for youths who would never have entered a church building.
Christopher Byus ’08
Distinguished Service Award
Group Leader, Application Engineering, Cummins
Chris has been instrumental in bringing more than 20 Cedarville engineering students to 
internships and full-time jobs at Cummins.
Charles (Chuck) and Carolyn Barth
Honorary Alumni of the Year
Retired Farmers
Chuck and Carolyn were honored for a legacy of giving and faithful support to Cedarville.
For complete bios of our winners, and to nominate candidates for our 2014 awards, 
visit cedarville.edu/alumni.
Congratulations to Our 2013 Alumni Award Winners
